The characters in the adaptation of ‘KING LEAR’ by Andrew Loudon and Emma Reeves from the original by William Shakespeare.

KING LEAR

Mythical king of England.  

Has three daughters.  His wife is not mentioned.  Divides his kingdom between his daughters upon hearing who loves him most.  He banishes his youngest and favourite daughter Cordelia when she is unable to boast like her sisters.  The kingdom goes to the other two daughters Goneril and Regan who then reject him and reduce the number of his followers.  He, enraged and bitter, wanders in the storm with accelerating senility.  He has descended into madness when Cordelia returns to defend him with the french army.  His daughters, representing the English faction imprison him.  He witnesses the hanging of Cordelia and dies of a broken heart.

FOOL

The court jester, loyal confidante to the King.  

Has a freedom of speech and a licence to tell the truth unusual in this world.  Is forgotten by his senile master when they are wandering friendless on the heath.  

CORDELIA

The youngest and favoured daughter of the King.  

She is not able to boast like her sisters of her love for her father and is therefore banished and disinherited.   She marries the King of France and comes back with a French army to save her father from her sisters.  Is hanged by the British army representing her sisters and their faction.

GONERIL
Oldest daughter to King Lear.  Married to the rich Duke of Albany.

Inherits half the kingdom.  Poisons her sister Regan out of jealousy over Edmund.  Commits suicide.

REGAN
Third daughter to the King.  Married to the strong Duke of Cornwall.

Ambitious and self-serving.  Inherited half the kingdom.  Plots with her sister Goneril to take all power from their father and puts away Lear’s knights.  Blinds Gloucester when she hears he is trying to help King Lear.  When widowed, falls in love with Edmund.  Is poisoned by Goneril and dies.

GLOUCESTER

A rich Earl with two sons.  Loyal ally of King Lear.

Is tricked by Edmund into rejecting his legitimate son Edgar, gets blinded by Regan on the accusation of treason.  Wanders the heath on his way to Dover where he wishes to commit suicide and finally dies of a broken heart upon being reunited with his wronged son Edgar.

EDMUND

Illegitimate son of Gloucester.  

Ambitious and almost successful.  Indirectly responsible for all the deaths in the piece.  Tricks his father and brother into emnity, accuses his father of treason and is rewarded with his father’s title of Earl of Gloucester.  He promises marriage to both Goneril and Regan, goes into battle and orders the hanging of Cordelia and is finally killed in single combat by his half-brother.

EDGAR

Legitimate son of Gloucester.  

Falsely accused by his brother of plotting against his father.  Disguises himself as ‘Tom o’Bedlam’ when on-the-run.  Finds his blinded father who dies in his arms.  Revenges himself on his half-brother Edmund.  Edgar is the sole survivor.  

KING OF FRANCE

Suitor to Cordelia.

Honourable and truly in love with Cordelia.  Gives his wife an army to return to save her father but does not come over with this army.

TORTURER

Servant

Assists in the torture of Gloucester.  Unknown and faceless.  Does what he is told – he blinds an old man.

CHORUS

A modern man

Re-telling the old Shakespearean story of King Lear.

ALBANY

Rich Duke, married to Goneril.  NOT seen in our adaptation.

CORNWALL

Strong, ambitious and cruel Duke, married to Regan.  NOT seen in our adaptation.
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